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ticular was to be nationalized, while the development of
Burma's natural resources was to be carried out by companies
in which Burmese citizens owned at least 60 per cent of the
stock. With a painful deficiency of technicians, and ministers
without the experience for administering a socialized state,
the implementation of such a programme was bound to have
encountered insurmountable obstacles, even had disorder and
rebellion not imposed a decisive check upon internal develop-
ment projects.
Thus the undue hurry to nationalize the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company and the dismissal of most of its foreign engineers
had disastrous results, while the first land nationalization
scheme, attempted in the Syriam District, broke down so
completely that for some years afterwards little was done in
this sphere. With the oil companies the original arrangement,
whereby the Union government with the aid of a loan from
Britain was to purchase over a lengthy period a controlling
interest, and the companies were to train Burmans for their
higher posts, was abandoned,
On the other hand in 1951 the Burma Corporation was
successfully reconstituted as a joint venture between the former
company and the government of the Union on a fifty-fifty
basis. The actual management of the mineral properties at
Bawdwin and Namtu with their related hydro-electric plant
and railroad was left with the company under an arrangement
providing for intensive Burmanization and eventual nationaliza-
tion as soon as financial circumstances should permit. In that
same year negotiations began again with the oil companies
for a joint venture on the basis of the companies owning
two-thirds and the government one-third of the capital, and
of an immediate rehabilitation programme restricted to
restarting the Chauk refinery.
With the passing of the most dangerous phase of disorder
land nationalization gained a new urgency, largely because of
the stress laid upon it by communist propaganda. Hence in
1952  a Ministry of Land Nationalization was created, and in
1953   and  1954 new legislation was passed amending the
original Land Nationalization Act of 1948 in the light of the
lessons learnt in attempting to put it into practice. The work